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Welcome to my 2nd stint as President of the 

Guild! Although there wasn’t another choice but 

I appreciate your vote and I commit to doing the 

best job I possibly can as President. 

First, I would like to thank the outgoing board 

members for their service, especially Marcia 

Harlamert. Marcia you did a fantastic job these 

past 4 years and we appreciate your hard work. 

Second, I’d like to thank those members that 

stepped up to run for office. Without you, we 

couldn’t run the guild. And on that note, we still 

need someone to fill in the last year of Heather’s 

term as secretary. 

I’d like to share this paragraph from my first 

newsletter in 2007. It still holds true today and I 

encourage everyone to follow this advice 

(although a little more difficult in these days of 

VOVID-19). When I joined the guild in 2002, 

the first few meetings I attended I didn’t really 

talk to anyone and felt alone. But by joining in 

committees and attending open sews I got to 

know people and develop friendships. Take that 

first step! 

“We have a wonderful guild and I want to en-

courage everyone to get involved in any way you 

can. Getting involved is a great way to acquaint 

yourself with the activities that are available and 

to get to know members on a more personal ba-

sis. Guild meetings can be so busy and there’s 

not enough time to visit! I’ve made some great 

friendships by volunteering for committees and 

to help with whatever I could. There is always 

something that you can do, be it a small thing or 

a big job, remember: Teamwork allows common 

people to attain uncommon results.” 

As of right now we have no idea how long we 

will have to continue with Zoom meetings. Hope-

fully, in the new year we can start having in per-

son meetings soon as I miss seeing everyone! 

Since we are Zooming it for now, I would like to 

highlight one or two of our member’s sewing 

room every month. I thought it would be fun to 

see where people sew and how they set up their 

sewing area. If you are interested in sharing your 

space, please contact me and we’ll set up a month 

for you to show us where you create! 

It’s hard to believe that we are at 2021 already! 

Does anyone else feel that time goes by faster as 

you have gotten older? It seems to go in a blink of 

an eye to me! 

I look forward to serving the guild that I love. 

 

Happy sewing, 

 

Darcey 

P r e s i d e n t ’ s  L e t t e r  

V A L L E Y  Q U I L T E R S  G U I L D ,  I N C  

Patchwork Pieces 2020 

January 2021 
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Dear Fellow Guild Members, 

I would like to express my appreciation to all 
of you who supported me during my four-
year term as your president. Thank you for 
“having my back”. Looking back I wanted all 
of you to know that I have been privileged to 
work with a great group of women, women 
who have always conducted the business of 
the Guild with the Guild’s best interest at 
heart. 

During these four years I have also been 
able to put faces with people who used to be 
just names on the membership roster. So 
many of you have been willing to do the jobs 
I have asked you to do with smiles on your 
faces, and for that I am truly appreciative. 
You made my job a whole lot easier! 

These four years have made me appreciate 
the wonderful volunteers that make our 
Guild what it is. Although we have had some 
rough patches, I think we will come out 
stronger in the end. Who knew that you 
COULD teach an old dog new tricks. 2020 
has presented us with, at one time, what 
looked like insurmountable odds. I do think 
the obstacles were tackled and are in the 
process of being overcome. We have only 
been able to keep operating with the help of 
all of our members. So, thank you to every-
one! 

In order to continue to have a viable Guild 
we must: continue to invite our friends to join 
us, support the efforts of the Guild, be friend-
ly to everyone in the Guild and always be 
positive. Remember a frown makes more 
wrinkles than a smile, and who wants more 
wrinkles. 

The purpose of the Guild is still to serve and 
educate our community. Even though we 
have not been able to meet in person, those 
goals are still there. So, let’s get out our 
scraps, use up some of our stash, keep the 
rotary cutters rolling and our sewing ma-
chines humming. We have a lot of communi-
ty needs to meet. Please join the 10% of the 
membership that do 90% of the work. With 
all of us helping we can increase that 10%. 
Just think, we could be the lighthouse in our 
community and the example for other groups 
to follow. It is possible when we all work to-
gether! 

 

So, still trying to be a thermostat! 

Marcia Harlamert 

Valley Quilters Guild, President. 2017-2020 

O u t  G o i n g  P r e s i d e n t ’ s  L e t t e r  

January 2021 
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Topic: Monthly Valley Quilters Guild Meeting 
Time: January 7th,  2020 06:00 PM Alaska 
        Every month on the First Thu, until January 7th, 1 occurrence(s) 
        Jan 7, 2020 06:00 PM 
Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar 
system. 
Monthly: https://zoom.us/meeting/tJUvd-qgrTwrEtd6fhjihnJpEkRgJZG1Icfy/ics?
icsToken=98tyKuCprDspEteSsRGERowcAIigb_zztmZcj7dZyhntCSlbbCnmE-
lwNZhFN4n5 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/91203837183?
pwd=V1hDbHVWU3IxTGdDT3YzTzU3UE1Gdz09 
 
Meeting ID: 912 0383 7183 
Passcode: 949539 
One tap mobile 
+12532158782,,91203837183#,,,,,,0#,,949539# US (Tacoma) 
+13462487799,,91203837183#,,,,,,0#,,949539# US (Houston) 
 
Dial by your location 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C) 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
Meeting ID: 949 9660 4969  
Passcode: 104333  
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/acLNvhvh7i  

Z o o m  m e e t i n g  I n f o r m a t i o n  

I n f o r m a t i o n  i s  a l s o  o n  g u i l d  

c a l e n d a r  

January 2021 

https://zoom.us/meeting/tJUvd-qgrTwrEtd6fhjihnJpEkRgJZG1Icfy/ics?icsToken=98tyKuCprDspEteSsRGERowcAIigb_zztmZcj7dZyhntCSlbbCnmE-lwNZhFN4n5
https://zoom.us/meeting/tJUvd-qgrTwrEtd6fhjihnJpEkRgJZG1Icfy/ics?icsToken=98tyKuCprDspEteSsRGERowcAIigb_zztmZcj7dZyhntCSlbbCnmE-lwNZhFN4n5
https://zoom.us/meeting/tJUvd-qgrTwrEtd6fhjihnJpEkRgJZG1Icfy/ics?icsToken=98tyKuCprDspEteSsRGERowcAIigb_zztmZcj7dZyhntCSlbbCnmE-lwNZhFN4n5
https://zoom.us/j/91203837183?pwd=V1hDbHVWU3IxTGdDT3YzTzU3UE1Gdz09
https://zoom.us/j/91203837183?pwd=V1hDbHVWU3IxTGdDT3YzTzU3UE1Gdz09
https://zoom.us/u/acLNvhvh7i
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B o a r d  M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s  

D e c e m b e r  1 0 ,  2 0 2 0   

Opening 

The Board Meeting of the Valley Quilters Guild 

was called to order at 6:37 p.m. on December 10, 

2020 via Zoom due to the on-going COVID pan-

demic by Guild President, Marcia Harlamert.  At-

tendees:  Marcia Harlamert – President, Melanie 

Brown, Vice President, Heather Wagner – Secre-

tary,  Michelle Buehner – Treasurer, Elaine Fergen 

– Parliamentarian, Judy Foster – Librarian.  

Guests:  Darcey Tredway, President-Elect and 

Jeannie Snodgrass – Education Committee Chair 

Approval of Minutes 

Minutes from the November meeting were re-
viewed.  Elaine Fergen submitted an addition to 
the minutes to add the responsible Board Member 
to the proposed monthly program listing.  The list 
was amended to include the following: 
 
Jan – (Teresa Ascone) Marcia Harlamert 
Feb – (wool applique) Darcey Tredway 
Mar – (J & H, Machine care) Marcia Harlamert 
Apr – (Barn Quilts, by Linda Brace) Michelle 
Buehner 
May – (Prepare Quilt for Long Arm Quilting, Kim 
Medlock & Ruth Sielaff) Melanie 
Jun – (Service, Agencies that receive our quilts to 
speak) No Board member assigned, have Kat con-
tact 
Jul – (Fair Quilt Judging, Deb Carney) Darcey 
Tredway 
Aug – (Quilt Rhodies U-Tube, Anna Bates) 
Heather Wagner 
Sep – (Stamping Foundation piecing, Gloria Snod-
grass) Judy Foster 
Oct – Annual Meeting/Election (Raffle Quilt Histo-
ry, available from Cindy Montague) Historian 
Nov – (Education 2022 BOM) No Board member 
assigned 
Dec – (Ricky Tims) Darcey Tredway 
 
Elaine Fergen submitted changes to the minutes to 
amend the language to state Darcey Tredway’s 

idea to highlight sewing rooms was not to be a pro-
gram, but to be one or two rooms per meeting.  
Education policies were tabled to the December 
Board Meeting.  Jeannie Snodgrass was to update 
the policies and send them as a Word document to 
the Board prior to the meeting.   
 
Under New Business, Elaine Fergen requested the 
addition of reminding members of the process.  
Under Position Vacancies, Elaine Fergen request-
ed to add she would call selected members to try 
to fill the Secretary and Historian positions. 
 
Elaine Fergen moved to approve the minutes with 
the additions and corrections.  Michelle Buehner 
seconded the motion and it passed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Elaine Fergen commented she appreciated having 
the current and previous month financials available 
in the reports.  Michelle Buehner noted there is 
more information available in the spreadsheets for 
the Board to drill into the financials. 
 
Judy Foster noticed there was an approximate loss 
of $4800 for the year.  Michelle Buehner stated 
with the Guild’s savings and decreases in ex-
pected costs (return of Depot rentals, less janitorial 
services, etc.) there has been a net loss of 
$5425.65 for 2020.  This does not include any cur-
rent payments for membership or reimbursements 
since she has not been able to access the mailbox 
this month.   
 
Elaine Fergen requested a copy of the ledger be 
provided with the year-end financials for review.  
She stated this should be added to all of the 
monthly reports to be reviewed in the future. 
 
Elaine Fergen reported she had completed a re-
view of the Gaming books and will provide Cindy 
Montague, the Gaming Committee Chair, with a 
detailed report of questions and recommended up-
dates. 
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B o a r d  M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s  

D e c e m b e r  1 0 ,  2 0 2 0 c o n t .   

 
Unfinished Business 
 
Open 2021 Officer Positions – Elaine Fergen re-
ported Sue Peterson had agreed to be appointed 

to the Historian position at the Board’s discre-
tion.  There has been no acceptances of the 
Secretary position.   
 
Elaine Fergen moved Sue Peterson be ap-
pointed to the Historian position for January 
2021 – December 31, 2022.  Michelle Buehner 
seconded the motion and it was approved. 
 
2021 Programs – The Board reviewed the 
status of the Programs for 2021. 
 
Jan – (Teresa Ascone) Marcia Harlamert – 
Program is confirmed 
Feb – (wool applique) Darcey Tredway – Pro-
gram is confirmed 
Mar – (J & H, Machine care) Marcia Harlamert 
– Called but has not confirmed 
Apr – (Barn Quilts, by Linda Brace) Michelle 
Buehner – Program is confirmed 
May – (Prepare Quilt for Long Arm Quilting, 
Kim Medlock & Ruth Sielaff) Melanie Brown – 
Program is confirmed 
Jun – (Service, Agencies that receive our 
quilts to speak) No Board member assigned, 
have Kat contact – Michelle Buehner will con-
tact Kat to ask about the program. 
Jul – (Fair Quilt Judging, Deb Carney) Darcey 
Tredway – Darcey will speak with the pro-
posed presenter. 
Aug – (Quilt Rhodies U-Tube, Anna Bates) 
Heather Wagner – Contact information is not 
available off of Facebook.  Need a Board 
member with Facebook access to attempt con-
tact. 
Sep – (Stamping Foundation piecing, Gloria 
Snodgrass) Judy Foster – Gloria Snodgrass 

will do the presentation if it can be done in per-
son.  She wants to have a hands-on activity. 
Oct – Annual Meeting/Election (Raffle Quilt 
History, available from Cindy Montague) Histo-
rian – Historian needs to be informed of pro-
gram.   
Nov – (Education 2022 BOM) No Board mem-
ber assigned – Program is confirmed. 
Dec – (Ricky Tims) Darcey Tredway – Pro-
gram is confirmed. 
 
Update on Education Documents 
Jeannie Snodgrass would like to review the 
procedures with the Education Committee in 
January and send an updated version to the 
Board after that meeting. 
 
New Business 
 
Guild Newsletter – Marcia Harlamert reported 
Carrie Whitford is resigning as the Newsletter 
Chair.  She has graciously agreed to complete 
the January newsletter at the end of Decem-
ber.  The Board discussed the new website’s 
ability to create a newsletter and whether the 
activity should be assigned to the Webmas-
ters.  One of the Webmasters has agreed to 
take responsibility for the activity.  The website 
will automatically mail members when the 
newsletter is complete and it will pull dates 
and other information directly from the calen-
dar and other areas of the website. 
 
Michelle Buehner moved to have the newslet-
ter move to the website as of the February 
newsletter completed at the end of January.  
Melanie Brown seconded the motion.  The 
Board approved the motion.   
 
Depot Rental for 2021 – Michelle Buehner 
will pay for the Depot on the first business day 
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D e c e m b e r  1 0 ,  2 0 2 0   

of January for the 2021 anticipated rental 
dates.   
 
January Meeting – The Board discussed the 
need to continue to use Zoom in light of the 
pandemic.  Due to the current Zoom meeting 
subscription being owned by Marcia Harla-
mert, the Board will need to look at other op-
tions in 2021 for meetings.  Marcia Harlamert 
agreed to temporarily continue to provide her 
personal subscription to the Guild until the 
Board determines another option for meeting 
virtually. 
 
Elaine Fergen moved to continue holding 
Guild meeting via Zoom through 2021 as 
needed.  Melanie Brown seconded the motion 
and the motion was approved.   
 
Judy Foster clarified the intent is to use the 
Depot is possible, but Zoom will continue to be 
used and a refund for the Depot will be re-
quested after the Board meetings if the Gen-
eral Membership meetings and/or Open Sew 
are cancelled for the following month.  
Michelle Buehner moved to hold Open Sews if 
the Depot is open.  Elaine Fergen seconded 
the motion and the motion passed. 
 
The agenda for the January meeting was dis-
cussed.  Installation of Officers will happen be-
fore the program and then Darcey Tredway 
will officially take over the meeting as Presi-
dent. 
 
Unfinished Business Continued 
 
Job Descriptions – The Treasurer’s job de-
scription was tabled until January.  Marcia 
Harlamert will send the draft version to the 
new Board members. 

 
There was a discussion regarding the incon-
sistency between the Librarian’s job duties and 
the Board policies.  Judy Foster moved the 
policies be amended to state library books 
overdue over three months will be listed in the 
newsletter without the member’s name.  The 
Librarian will contact the borrower.  Michelle 
Buehner seconded the motion ad the motion 
was approved. 
 
Adjournment  
 
Meeting was adjourned at 7:56  p.m. The next 

Board Meeting will be held at 7:00 p.m. on Decem-

ber 17, 2020 via Zoom for a Special Meeting to 

review 2020 Board minutes. 

Minutes Respectfully Submitted by Heather Wag-

ner, Secretary  
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Education Presents: 
 

2021 Blocks Of The Months & Education Fat 

Quarter Packets: 

Monthly 2021 BOM demos will continue at Guild 

Zoom meetings. The 2021 BOM Patterns/Links are 

on the VQG website, “members only” section. If 

you make 1 or 2 of each month’s BOM, you will be 

eligible to win Education’s FQ packet with fabrics 

for the next month’s BOM. Turn in or mail blocks to 

Jeannie Snodgrass in time for the Zoom guild meet-

ing. If Open Sew returns, turn them in then. 

THE BUCKET LIST CONTINUES IN 2021: 

Jeannie has the Bucket List file at her house if ques-

tions or you need a copy of yours. 

For now, Jeannie will keep each member’s 2020 

Bucket List cards. If you need to add UFOs to your 

list, send Jeannie a photo of your new list of de-

scribed entries. Include your name and the year 

2021. You have until March 2021 to add entries, 

which can include anything that was begun by the 

end of Dec 2020. Entries are unlimited. Turn cards 

in at the next Open Sew, or mail or send photos to 

Jeannie. If you don’t have a notecard(s) to make 

your list, you can use paper or anything of similar 

size that will fit into the small-notecard-size contain-

er. The January drawing will be for quilts completed 

in December; send photos and the name of those 

you complete. Numbering many items is helpful. 

Gift Certificates for 2021 will alternate between Syl-

via’s, Just Sew, and Joann’s. 

MARCH PANEL CHALLENGE: New Deadline: 

March 2021. Let Jeannie know if you are making a 

panel quilt(s), and I will add you to the Panel Quilt 

Challenge signup sheet. Send Jeannie a photo of 

completed quilts or bring them to the March Open 

Sew. We encouraged you to make these for the Fair 

Booth, but Education decided they can be made for 

anything you need them to be for. If you choose to 

make any for the 2021 Fair Booth, a suggested focus 

is on Alaskana, which is very popular. Each panel 

quilt completed = eligible for March drawings for 3 

Panel Quilts Books. 

September Orphan Block Challenge: 

All 20 of the Orphan Block Challenge packets put 

together by Ree Moffitt have been given out. 

Thanks to everyone who took these. Some of the 

orphan block quilt tops have been completed. 

Deadline to turn in completed quilts is the October 

2021 Annual Meeting. If your quilt is completed 

sooner, you can turn it into Service, where finished 

quilts are needed. For each quilt completed for Ser-

vice, you will be eligible for a Goodie Basket draw-

ing put together by Education Committee members, 

which will be held at the October 2021 Annual Mtg. 

Education Committee Membership: We welcome 

Linda Kau to our Ed committee. If anyone would 

like to join our committee, please let Melanie 

Brown, VQG’s VP know, and she will add you to 

our signup sheet. We have fun deciding BOMs and 

FQs for each upcoming year and choosing classes 

and challenges for the guild. We are a small, friend-

ly committee. New ideas and input are always wel-

come. For now our meetings are held by Zoom. 

Jeannie will hold practice sessions for anyone want-

ing to learn their way around Zoom. It can be down-

loaded for free. 

CLASSES, CHALLENGE, MYSTERY 2021: 

Jeannie will present a PowerPoint at the January 

Zoom guild meeting that will include upcoming 

2021 classes, a challenge (think color!), and a spring 

mystery. All info will also be added to the website 

in January. For now these are planned to be held by 

Zoom, though that may change later next year. Mary 

Thompson has agreed to teach her collage flamingo 

class by Zoom sometime in 2021. Many of you may 

have seen her various flamingo designs on Face-

book. Watch for the date at the January meeting. 
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SERVICE COMMITTEE 

On behalf of the guild we were able to do-

nate 41 quilts over the last 2 months.  We 

took in 23 quilts in December.  Thanks to all 

who donated because, despite not being able 

to meet, the community needs still exist.  

The organizations to which we donated 

quilts this year are: AK Center for Resource 

Families, CASA, Children's Place, Family 

Promise, Heartreach Center, Hospice, My 

House, Pioneer Home Palmer, Project Linus, 

Red Cross and Women's Shelter. 

I have checked with both Sylvia and Mary 

and until we can meet at the depot again, 

completed quilts and pieced tops can be 

dropped off at Sylvia's Quilt Depot in Wasil-

la or Just Sew in Palmer, BUT you must in-

clude the date, your name, my name and 

phone number AND please call me (you can 

leave a message) so I will know to go get 

them and the shops won't have to call me or 

store them for any length of time.  They 

don't have a lot of storage space and don't 

want to be responsible for the guild service 

items. Please do not leave door prizes or 

QOVS for me to collect.  

I have kits for piecing or quilting if anyone is 

interested in working on these items.  Call 

me and we can plan to meet somewhere to 

get the kit/kits to you.  Also, I have batting 

and some backing fabric if you are interested 

so you can complete your quilt for ser-

vice.  Please give me the quilt dimensions so 

I can cut what you need. 

If anyone is interested in doing simple quilt-

ing on the smaller quilts on your domestic 

machine, please feel free to do so.  You 

could do straight line quilting,  stitch in the 

ditch, echoing or meandering.  

Any help for service is always greatly appre-

ciated.   Thank you. Hope to see you all 

soon. 

Cat   907-232-0675  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note from the Newsletter Editor 

  

 I want to thank each and everyone of 

you for kindness and generosity with which 

you have treated and shown me for the last  

few years.  I find that it is time to pass the 

pen to someone else.  Your new editor will 

be Kristen Stevens. 

 

 If you have sent me something for the 

February Newsletter please redirect it to her. 

 

 Thank you again and many thoughts 

of well wishes to each of you. 

   

  Sincerely, 

  Carrie Whitford 
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Treasurer’s Report 
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J a n u a r y   B i r t h d a y s  

Kim Barr 

Suzanne Bounds  

Glenda Burke 

Jennifer Coisman 

Mardene Collins 

Kim Hardin 

Carol Hepler 

Charlotte Honnor 

Jill Jackson 

Pat Kilmain 

Ruth Manual 

Linda Markus 

Cindy Medbery 

Kay Organ 

Kristen Stevens 

C A L E N D A R  O F  

E V E N T S  

 Thu January 7th  Member-

ship Meeting-  via Zoom @ 

7pm 

 Sat January 9th—Open sew 

@ Palmer Depot 10am 

 Thu January 14th VQG 

Board Meeting — via Zoom 
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President— Darcey Tredway       president@valleyquiltersguild.com 

Vice President — Melanie Brown      vicepresident@valleyquiltersguild.com 

Secretary —  Heather Wagner      secretary@valleyquiltersguild.com 

Treasurer —  Michelle Buehner      treasurer@valleyquiltersguild.com 

Historian  — Carol Cartier       historian@valleyquiltersguild.com 

Parliamentarian  -  Elaine Fergen         parliamentarian@valleyquiltersguild.com 

Librarian—  Judy Foster       librarian@valleyquiltersguild.com 

DMV  Sharon Hillstrom dmv@valleyquiltersguild.com  

Education  Jeannie Snodgrass  education@valleyquiltersguild.com  

Fair Booth  Marcia Healy  fairbooth@valleyquiltersguild.com  

Gaming  Cindy Montague  gaming@valleyquiltersguild.com  

Grant  Meg Hills 

Sharon Horwath 

grant@valleyquiltersguild.com  

 

Hospitality  Karen Tomczak 

Ruth Simpson 

hospitality@valleyquiltersguild.com  

Member Liaison  Kathy Buirge  memberliaison@valleyquiltersguild.com  

Newsletter  Kristen Stevens newsletter@valleyquiltersguild.com 

Quilt Camp  Kim Barr 

Jackie Warren 

quiltcamp@valleyquiltersguild.com  

Raffle Quilt  Ree Moffitt 

Darcey Tredway 

raffle@valleyquiltersguild.com  

Retreat  Raye Krueger  retreat@valleyquiltersguild.com  

Service  Jill Jackson 

Cat Thompson 

service@valleyquiltersguild.com  

Special Events   specialevents@valleyquiltersguild.com  

Web Master  webmaster@valleyquiltersguild.com  

B o a r d  M e m b e r s  
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Library 

The Library is open on 

Thurs- days of the Guild 

meeting days and on Saturdays 

Valley Quilters Guild  

P.O. Box 2582  

Palmer, AK 99645  

E-mail: info@valleyquiltersguild.com  

 

P a t c h w o r k  P i e c e s  

www.valleyquiltersguild.com 

 

All website information or  

inquiries must be sent to: 

webmaster@valleyquiltersguild.com 

Newsletter  

Submissions  

are due 

 January 17th. 
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