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Valley Quilters in
the News (1990s)

In stitches

| Quilts provide backdrop for musical

uilts for a community theatre
f£“The Quilters” in 1991.

VQG sewed q
production 0

VQG hosted Georgia Bonesteel in
1991. VQG Member Jo Werner (right)
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Quilt salutes
ferris wheels

Donna Mittler and Sherri
Donohoo of Palmer put the
final touches on a quilt they
designed and hand crafted
for the 1993 Alaska State
Fair. Taking this year's state

fair theme, "Homespun Fun,"

Va]le the two Valley Quilters Guild
y members designed and

stitched the 90" X 80" quilt.

h d At the quills center, a ferris
ters m wheel overlays a pinwheel, all
surrounded by a “critter

border" which reflects Alaska

the News and fair entries. The quilt will
be on display at Pacific

Fabrics In Wasilla, Carrs
1990 Palmer and Carrs Wasilla
S before going to the Hoskins

Building at the fairgrounds

where it will be shown
throughout the 1993 state
fair. According to Dean
Phipps, fair marketing
director, the quilt represents
the fair theme and the 100th
birthday of the ferris wheel.
The quilt will be entered in
the International Western

Fairs Association 100th
birthday ferris wheel contest.

nohoo working
uilt! (1993)

Donna Miller and Sherr"i Do
on the “Homespun Fun Fair q
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Flaws leave holes in ‘Quilters’

Dty Mews

By GORDON M. BOLAR

' the current
I Theatre pro-
and visu-
audience

¥ engages i

with a tapes-
REVIEW  trv of music,
o dagoe end
stories based on the lives of
iMh-century American wom-
en.

Despite the best efforts of
seven able actors, thi i
eal by 'Mally Newman ¢
Barbara Damuashelk is mere-
Iy a loose patchwork that
yieids 1little Insight Into the
many characters who form
the fabric of the play

The cast is led by Laura
ee
am, who in her final
years produces a quilt that

* & legacy for her six
portrayed by
ek, Judy Dossett,
3 stern, Jennl Oakes,
Shanon Sidell and Kristing
Austin.

The quilt, an enormous
and beautifully striking pan-
el hoisted aloft in the finale,
is <omposed of sixteen
“blocks,™ each representing
& story of one of Sarah's
friends, as portraved by Sa-
rah hersel! and the daugh-
ters

Regrettably, th
and depth of th
are not fully tested by the
play. Treacy commands the
stage with her presence at
the beginning, but the script

“Quilters,” by Molly New-
man and Barbara Damashek,
will be presented through April
13 by Alaska Festival Theatre In
the Alaska Center for the Per-
forming Arts. Tickets are $16 to
§21 and are available at the
Center ticket office, Carrs Tix
outlets, or by calling 263-2787,

never allows her to identify
with any of the characters.

Newman and Damashelk
offer few rlues concerning
Sarah’s relattonship -with
the women depicted. Her
character is a framing device
that begins and ends the
show and Introduces each of
the blocks,

Treacy iz a talented per-
:“erl’.‘l’ with countenance
and bearing that econvey the
wisdom anc gallows humor
of her station late in life.
“Quilters” i not meant to
tell Sarah's life story, but by
the time she bids a fareweall
admonition — “Don’t bury
me in my best quilt" — we
wish we had seen more of
her.

“Quilters’' does paint the
stage with color, and it fills
the air with harmonious
sounds that range from folk
songs o hymns, under the
musical direction of Gloria
Allen, with the accompani-
ment of Darcy MeMullen
Kreger, Mary Anne Schal-
lert, and Rick Miller

Treacy and her supporting
ensemble mark the ritps of

en in tha
ones that
puberty
e, chil

passage for w
180{)s with m
include birt
rtship, ma
aring and des
Several of these, includ-
ing =& us  baptism
scene, are supported vividly
with bright bolts af cloth,
scraps, and patches used in
the quilts arouné which
these yarns are spun.
Director Patricla Blem
has staged “Quilters” with

fluidity and economy. De-
iigner Fred Sap clean,
functional wooden skelefal
sel beromes & windmill, a

log cabin, or a house on fire
at 4 moment's notice,

Too many of the “Quilt-
ers' characters seem to be
nameless cut-outs from the
broz I wother centu-
. iric ploneer ex.
periences and sli
i¢ Speech. They
allowed time to set up or
develop because of the
seript’s rapid transitions
from block to block

Nevertheless, the produc-
tion is an wnusual cembing
tion of storytelling, music
and the art form contained
in its title, and should draw
an expanded audience for
Alaska Festival Theatre.

Gordon M. Bolar has a doc-
torate in theater from Louisiana
State University. He is davelop-
ment director for the public
television station KAKA

»

. -
Well at least the quilts got rave review

|

A\
: "&1\5 By Molly Newman
SERENEAAN & Barbara Damashek

Based on the book: "The Quilters: Women & Domestic Art”
by Patricia Cooper & Norma Bradley Allen

*—

The beautiful Amish quilt displayed in
the lobby, and 16 of the smaller g;f:lf{;
which make up the "Legacy Qu‘i.fr‘ er
be available by raffle on April 15,
1991. Raffle tickets (52.00 ea;h ) can
be purchased during intermission
from the Anchorage Log Cabin
Quilters at their display in the Iaf!:rby.
The Legacy Quilt and all the quilted
goods used in QUILTERS were rmade
by the Valley Quilt Guild in rhc1
Mat/Su area. For further information,
call Alaska Festival Theatre
at 344-2282.

e o

You are cordially invited to observe
the Legacy Quilt more closely after
the play’s conclusion.

Brought to you by ~
ARCO Alaska, Inc. €
&

National Bank of Alask

*
Promotional Support ~

KNIKFM 1053
BREEZE

F&mﬁ%%}'fheatre



A letter to an interested (future) member!

Dear Karen,

I must apologize for the delay in answering vour lettet

requesting information about ouwur Guild. When 1t arrived
wai on a Twh week trip to Eentucky and Tennessee with =)

ather members of our bBuild. We traveled all over stop .
at guilt shops, antigue shops and guilt shows ernding wit
the AHS show in FPaducak. it was & really fun trip,
especially since we're all 1into guilting — the shows were
great and 1t was fun getting new ldeas. Shortly atter
arriving home, Sharyn Craig came wup from San Diego for a

lecture and two workshops and stayved at ny Home.

great teacher it you ever have the opportunity to take &

&l BEi From her.

The end of May was our statewlide Greatland Builters
Lontarence at a local camp whers we took classes, ate ani

guilted +or four days. The Anchorage Build sets up al the

classes, teachersa, door prizes, activities, etc. and gals
+rom guilds around the state come — not much sleep, bu IRt
ot +tun

o can ftinallyv £y Lo catch up on myv correspondence
baet+ore ogur guild’'s "All-Nighter" on June 13th. M= start af

2:00 p.m. and go until 4:00 a.m. or Jate possibly out tao

breakfast if we stay late enough! We are alil going ta woed
on individual projecta 118 YEar 1M past Years we’ ve haco

classrs but we all have so mnany "warks in progressY that we

x

some Ltype ot program. We also have Huilt "n Chats an
Tuesdays from 10:00-2400 at a local church. We try to have
=4 gast one Saturday clasea each month, usually tawght by

¥
OnE of uF memnbers, sdnetimes we bring s teacher from

donated quilts to the American Cancer Society for them to
ratffle of+f.

At warious times throughowt the year we put on guilt shows
at the local schoolss the FPioneer Hame (for senior citizens)
and the Mall. We annually put on & guilt demonstration at
the flaska State Fair iR |"!III'.:II.I'.';'\.'_'.

The build has & library with lots of books, magazines,
stencils, etc. that members may check out for their own use.
We also have three sizes of guilt $#rames to tie or baste
guilte on and have recently purchased frames to hano guilts
at the shows we do.

L have encliosed a copy of our by-laws — these have been
changed ta reflect a change in duss to %220 per yvear as well
as adding & LibrariansEducation person to the Board. I hope
you can mtill use the information. It sounds like you’pre
already on a roll with projects — that™s a lat to tackle for
a small guild like yvours = ':.:I‘|I'1I_1F'_4'F_L_l.|_-=l'!'_1 ons !

We also have done two challenge quwilts and are in the middle
af our third one. All of the members wha want to
participate purchase the same packet of fabric, make a quilt
with certain specificatiaons, keep it secret until the dus
date and then share with the othar members. Iit’s fun to sae
the warious pabtterns, all didfferent, vet with the sames
brics.

Hope this information 18 helpful Lo yvou and youw- guild

members den’t hesitate to ask if you have any further
quistions, [t*s also fun to hear about what other guilds

are doing so we can get new idoas. Some of the things we do
at our monthly meetings are to exchange shaded triangles, 5"
squares, nine-patches, fouwr-patches, ete. We bring stacks
of 20 and exchange them with ®ach other. The Board also
picks put certain colors ar themes each month and members
who wish to participate make 3 12 1/2" block - than wa have
a drawing among those members and ong person wins all the
blocks. The Christmas one la extremely popular? We also
have a Built-6o-Round with 12 members — each month one
member will cut out the fabric for a gQuilt and the obher
gals wall geat together at her house and sew the blocks
together for her. She provides the meal and snds up with

ks to make a guilt.

me know how yvour guild i= progressing and what
u're getking involved in ~ would aiso be funm to
me pictures!

Happy Gluilting.

Gloria Snodgrass
Fresident, VYalley Guilters Guild



BREAKING NEWS: RETRO
MEETING MINUTES! &%~

¢ ¢ Circa 1992 ¢ *
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Hot off the Presses: Valley Quilters in the Magazines!

Challenge Quilts by VQG Members featured in this 1992 issue. Also
featured, G. Snodgrass’s homestead cabin

_Vintage quilt owned byN L'efer\""/e"h'nchor"}g#5

e

CABIN FEVER
MY LIFE AS AN ALASKAN QUILTER

Ayear in the life of a quilter is influenced by the seasons. In Alaska, the long winter isa
perfect time for making quifts— a great way io avoid cabin fever. Julie Scott tells us

The Valley Quilters Challenge quilts and their makers, (leff to right); Feathersd Star and Ribban, by Jeanne
about a year in her life as a quilter living in Fairbanks.

Nichols: Bursting With New Life, by Jody Johnsan; The Challenger, by Nancy Wobser; Mariner's Gompass, by
Buby Gr{n; Alpine Summer, by Jeannie Snodgrass; Airing the Quilts, by Gloria Snodgrass {complate with tiny
clothespins): Tumbling Stars, by Deanna Eaker: and Mitky Wy Hearts, by Christy Frishy:




Our Legacy...Membership in the Valley Quilter’s Guild!

S ey e ommmmen () fficial VQG Membership List f 1991
B T %ﬁ___.___.. 1C1a emoersnip Listirom
=
re= )
A Q) VALLEY QUILTERS GUILD ¥ W
MEMBERSHIP LIST May 1991
-
Avery, Carla 376-0259 800 Win Circle/Wasilla, AE 99687 R e
Baggitl:, Jennifer BO2-6659 P.0. Box 328/Huston, AK 99694 (H_Jf‘ “ et iy ot o v
Behnke, Peggy 892-6226 HC 34 Box 2160/Wasilla, AK 99687 \'\\u—-—-____—’
Bayle, Sue 376-5221 2600 Whispering Woods Dr./Wasilla, AK 99687 =
Budnik, Barbara 745-8926 420 E. Caribou/Palmer, AR 99645 i - a
"{‘ Buzby, Ann 743-4052 P.0. Box 2722/Palmer, 4K 99645 \ q}
Carlscn, Darlene 1317 Mew Ridge Ct./Lexington, EY 405144547 /|
Carrier, Lynnette 373-2956 P.0. Box 871236/Wasilla, AL QU687 A
4\ Dinkel, Bonnie 376-2321 HC 31 Box 5193/Wasilla, AK 99687-9703
L Esker, Deanna 376-5047 P.0. Box 870554/VWasilla, AX Q0687 j Palia i
Elkins, Grace 376-2670 HC 30 Box 12860/Wasilla, AK 99687 =<2, Kimberly 3732z
N\ Esler, Marjorie 376-6870 B50 Lochness Ct, /Wasilla, AK 006E7 ’, Pe:cak-nennm,_. Tt 4-3048
("‘ France, Bonnie T45-5455 1055 Ronda Way/Palmer, AE 99645 : PUllﬂ:k, C'EI’OJ.(: Ty 376-1223
s France, Karen 7453872 P.0. Box 322/Palmer, AK 99645 “_) Pownal) o e 373-0888
Frisby, Christy T45-3463 HC 04 Box 9587/Palmer, AK 99645 ’ Bininties. 1 376-4771
’ Frisby, Eleanora 745-3497 HC 04 Box 9598/Palmer, AK 09645 e ,‘ E ;J‘ och, Edirh 376-5648
Goodwin, Sue 745-5943 P.0. Box 1265/Palmer, AK 99645 1 f\ tobinson, Sheijg 37639 P
Cronewald, Ricky 376-5085 961 Horth Shere Dr./Wasilla, AR 99687 Rogan, Ige bells >/6-3936 F.
W Hermon, Marianne T45-3558 P.0. Box 451/Palmer, AK 99643 Rudiz{ly 5 i 745-4375 2
Hill, Carol 376~3681 HC 31 Box 5215-J/Wasilla, AK 99687 1 et s 376-8105 e
5 Hill, Mary T45-8322 HC 04 Box 9722-A/Palmer, AE 99645 '}\ L S'] *: Sathy 745-0686
N Holler, Jane 376-3389 P.0. Box B71085/Wasilla, Ak 99687 "¢ Ehreiber, Maripnne I76-560¢ S
{ Hornal, Kit P.0. Box 500/McEwen, TN 37101 I % Selin, Bonnie /-36% m  pg.
i Horvath, Ruth 376-6093 P.0. Box 872493/Waeilla, AL 99687 (ﬁ Simagko Xath o121 P.O
i |  Hubbard, Erica 746-4383 P.0. Box 1576/Palmer, AK 99645 i v Bdires. o 745-2713 A
{_ Hunt, Paula 746-2645 P.0. Box 1983/Falmer, AK 99645 ._)‘ G" L, Cloria 745-2856
) Jaekel, Seatta B92-6677 Box 520591/Big Lake, AK 99652 Zpgr o288, Jeannis 45408 e
L\ Johnson, Jody 376-3503 P.0. Box 876065/Wasilla, AK 99687 [O/h i oule, . Sa-4065 )
Kangas, Hana 7452435 P.0. Box 1516/Palmer, &K 99645 Todd, Elizabar} 3760152 P.O
L Kasmar, Marilyn 248-2714% 3620 Clay Products/Anchorage, AK 99517 1 r Trimbla s S 376-2859 p'ﬂ
Kilmain, Pat 745-2365 P.0. Box 2738/Palmer, AK 99645 P Voorliiy. ancy 745-5524 =
King, Marjorie 745-7525 P.0, Box 2054/Palmer, AK 99645 W e 8, Lora 376-7276 20
=t Kuhn, Carol 745-3695 P.0. Box 642/Palmer, AL 99645 2 porenpavgh, Darlepe 376-44 53
Lee, Marie 745-1664 P.0. Box 1046/Palmer, AK 99645 o F(‘ White, Sanys ] P.0. Bo
2 Livingston, Melodye ~373-1003 HC 31 Box 5223-C/Wasilla, 4K 99667-9704 N \ Wince, Lynne 596-1569 934G 5
Luce, Jan 745-4419 P.0. Box 1223/Palmer, Ak 99687 A Wobser, § 243-6013 2414 T
Manual, Ruth P.0. Box 870376/Wasilla, AR 99687 I 2SRy 373-3140 s
Mayse, Mary 376-3592 HC 31 Box 5230-P/Wasilla, AK 99687 W 0.
vy MeIver, Mary 376-5387 HC 31 Box 5219/Wasilla, Ak 99687-9704 '
’(‘ Meinhardt, Karen 522-1341 w 4011 North Point Drive/Anchorage, AK 99515 .N
M Miller, J. Lamelle  376-139 P.0, Box 874475/Wasilla, AK 99687 14
Moddison, Velma 373-6204 P.0. Box B78022/Wasilla, AK 09687
Moore, Bobbi 376-0467 P.0. Box B72882/Wasilla, AK 09687 l
Myers, Helena 745-2870 P.0. Box 1283/Palmer, AL 00645
Neher, Lois-June HC 02 Box 7354/Palmer, A 99645
Nichols, Jeanne 745-3678 HC D4 Box 9387-E/Palmer, AE 99645
Ott, Susan 745-6301 P.0. Box 901/Palmer, AL 99645
3 Otto, Ruby 3763156 3233 Maomi Drive/Wasilla, &K 99687
l(ﬁ {over) @
o) (5
— L=
w1 — = Qﬁ - < — 53
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